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1. BACKGROUND

As part of the Muskoka Area Indigenous Leadership Table, a Land Acknowledgement
Working Group spent several months over 2019 and 2020 drafting and developing this
Land Acknowledgement Guidelines and Framework document.

The working group was coordinated by the District of Muskoka and included members
of Muskoka’s area municipalities, as well as members of six Indigenous communities
that have a historical or current interest in Muskoka. The following Indigenous
communities had input into this document and will continue to be consulted as the
document evolves:

Huron-Wendat Nation (Wendake)
Moon River Métis Council

Moose Deer Point First Nation
Chippewas of Rama First Nation
Wahta Mohawks First Nation
Wasauksing First Nation

Before you deliver a Land Acknowledgement, please review this document to ensure
you understand the importance of what you will be doing and how best to move forward.

2. PRE-WORK

Land Acknowledgements must be personal, heart-felt and honest. Before you deliver a
land acknowledgement:

1. Understand where you are on the path of learning about Indigenous history,
culture and contemporary issues;

2. Understand the purpose and what you hope to achieve in delivering a land
acknowledgement statement;

3. Understand the power of a land acknowledgement to show respect and
recognition for Indigenous Peoples, which are essential elements of establishing
healthy, reciprocal relations;

4. Understand the efforts that have been made by the organization you are
representing towards real understanding, truth and reconciliation;

5. Learn how to pronounce Indigenous words and names so that others also
become familiar.

6. Be open to ongoing learning — and be open to changing your land
acknowledgement statement as you learn more;

7. Understand that acknowledging the land is an important part of Indigenous
tradition and land acknowledgements are never to be treated like an obligation or
an item of housekeeping before moving on to the ‘real business’; and

8. Understand that land acknowledgements are not delivered to make the reader or
listener feel good, but to deepen understanding of the truth and move everyone
towards reconciliation.
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3. DELIVERY

Different circumstances or events will require different approaches to delivering a land
acknowledgement. In general, and to legitimize its delivery, a land acknowledgement
should be conveyed by the person with the highest authority. If an Indigenous person is
in attendance, they should be invited to give a blessing, prayer, opening or welcome
either before or after the land acknowledgement is delivered.

Below are some approaches to consider when delivering a land acknowledgement:

1. Briefly introduce yourself, your background (e.g. Indigenous, Settler, Immigrant)
and your role at the event you are opening.

2. Explain why delivering a land acknowledgement is important to you/your
organization and what you hope it will achieve.

3. Deliver the land acknowledgement that you feel is most appropriate to the
gathering.

4. Consider including your own call to action, whether that be encouraging your
listeners to educate themselves and take concrete steps towards truth and
reconciliation in their own spheres, or challenging representatives of
organizations present to adopt their own strategies to strengthen Indigenous
relations.

5. Re-affirm your own commitment to truth and reconciliation and share your next
steps.

6. Give thanks in whatever way feels most appropriate.

4. DISTRICT OF MUSKOKA LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT STATEMENT

Land acknowledgements are personal and you are encouraged to make yours your
own. Below is a land acknowledgement that has been developed in consultation with
Indigenous communities that have current and historical ties to Muskoka.

You are encouraged to customize based on your audience, the purpose of your
gathering and your own journey of learning on Indigenous issues.

You might choose to share parts of what are included below at one gathering, and
different parts at a different gathering.

You are not expected to include everything below unless that speaks to you as an
appropriate way forward.

¢ In the spirit of reconciliation, many communities and organizations use land
acknowledgements to recognize the enduring relationship that exists between
Indigenous Peoples and their traditional territories, and to recognize
Indigenous Nations as sovereign.
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| deliver this land acknowledgement as an expression of gratitude and
appreciation to those on whose territory we gather, and as a way of honouring
the Indigenous Peoples who have been living and working on this land for
centuries.

| also acknowledge that for thousands of years before the arrival of
Europeans, Indigenous Peoples thrived on Turtle Island, cared for it in a
balanced way, and that they continue to be stewards of the land, protectors of
water, and sustainers of life. Their connection to this land transcends colonial
systems, beliefs, surrenders and treaties.

In Muskoka, we are on the traditional territory of the Anishnaabeg, which
includes the Ojibwe, Odawa, and Potawatomi Nations, collectively known as
the Three Fires Confederacy. The Huron-Wendat and the Haudenosaunee
Nations have also walked on this territory over time. Southern portions of
Muskoka were the traditional territory of the Wendat when they resided in
Simcoe County between AD 1300 and 1650 and they travelled regularly
through Muskoka during those centuries.

Today Muskoka is home to three sovereign nations: Wahta Mohawks First
Nations, Moose Deer Point First Nation and the Moon River Métis. These
lands are covered by the Williams Treaty (of 1923), the Robinson Huron
Treaty of 1850 and the J. Collins land purchase (of 1785). We must respect
these treaties and ensure our governments do too.

We honour all Indigenous Peoples — First Nations, Métis and Inuit — for their
cultures, their languages, their wise teachings, and ways of being that have
shaped this country since time began.

Together we must remember that, as settlers, we continue to benefit from the
colonization and genocide of Indigenous Peoples. We must examine our
collective decision making to ensure Indigenous sovereignty so we can all
move forward in a healthy way.

| challenge everyone here today to seek out knowledge - read books, have
conversations, share what you know, inspire others to learn, look inward and
outward - and take actions toward real truth and reconciliation in support of
our commitment to wellness for all, and to walking the path together in
respect, peace and harmony for future generations.

| would like to share the Anishnaabeg teaching that honours Creator for giving
humans these seven sacred gifts for guidance: love, truth, respect, wisdom,
humility, honesty and bravery. Creator gave us sovereignty to govern
ourselves. We respect and honour the past, present and future.
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5. POTENTIAL WORDING, SAMPLES AND OPTIONS

The following land acknowledgements and excerpts have been taken from many
sources, as cited, including other municipalities, education institutions, First Nations
organizations, members of the Land Acknowledgement Working Group, etc. You are
encouraged to use formats and approaches as a guide in developing your own,
personal, heart-felt Land Acknowledgement.

York University

We recognize that many Indigenous nations have longstanding relationships with
the territories upon which York University campuses are located that precede the
establishment of York University. York University acknowledges its presence on
the traditional territory of many Indigenous Nations. The area known as Tkaronto
has been care taken by the Anishibaabek Nation, the Haudenosaunee
Confederacy, the Huron-Wendat, and the Métis. It is now home to many
Indigenous Peoples. We acknowledge the current treaty holders, the
Mississaugas of the New Credit First Nation. This territory is subject to the Dish
with One Spoon Wampum Belt Covenant, an agreement to peaceably share and
care for the Great Lakes region.

Barrie Area Native Advisory Circle

We acknowledge that we are situated on the traditional territory of the
Anishinaabeg Nation.

We would like to acknowledge the enduring presence of the First Nations, Metis
and Inuit peoples of this region, specifically the Tri-Council First Nations
comprised of Beausoleil First Nation, the Chippewas of Rama and the
Chippewas of Georgina Island.

We also acknowledge the Moose Deer Point First Nation, the Wahta Mohawks,
the Georgian Bay and Moon River Métis Councils in this region.

It should be noted that the Wendat and the Haudenosaunee Nations have also
walked on this territory over time.

Chippewas of Rama First Nation (Unofficial)

In the spirit of reconciliation, many communities and businesses are using land
acknowledgements to recognize the enduring relationship that exists between
First Nations people and their traditional territories.

This is an expression of gratitude and appreciation to those on whose territory
you reside, and is a way of honouring the First Nation’s people who have been
living and working on the land for centuries.
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Acknowledging the land is an important part of our First Nation’s traditions.

Today, you are on the traditional land of the Anishnaabeg people, in the territory
of the Chippewas of Rama First Nation.

The Anishnaabeg include the Ojibwe, Odawa, and Potawatomi Nations,
collectively known as the Three Fires Confederacy.

Annishinaabe Preamble as Provided by Wasauksing First Nation

Creator placed the Anishinaabe on the earth along with the gift of spirituality.
Here on mother earth there were gifts given to the Anishinaabeg to look after:
fire, water, earth and wind. The Creator also gave the Anishinaabeg seven
sacred gifts to guide them. They are: love, truth, respect, wisdom, humility,
honesty and bravery. Creator gave us sovereignty to govern ourselves. We
respect and honour the past, present and future.

Town of Gravenhurst 2018

We would like to begin (name of event) by acknowledging the First Peoples, who,
for thousands of years before us, were and are still the keepers and caretakers of
this land where we now live and work and in particular the Chippewas of Rama,
Wahta Mohawk First Nations and Moon River Métis.

We are dedicated to honouring Indigenous history and culture and committed to
moving forward in the spirit of reconciliation and respect with all First Nation,
Métis and Inuit people. We recognize all the generations of Indigenous People
and their historic connection to this place and we are grateful for the opportunity
to gather here at this time.

Town of Huntsville 2020 Short Version

| would like to respectfully acknowledge that we are on the traditional territory of
the Anishinaabeg under the terms of the Robinson-Huron Treaty #61 of 1850,
and the Williams Treaties of 1923.

| am grateful to be here. | hope you are too.

We commit to acknowledge, learn, educate, create opportunity, honour sacred
places, and take actions toward real Truth and Reconciliation in support of our
commitment to walking the path together in respect, peace and harmony for
future generations.

G’chi miigwech. Thank you very much.
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Town of Huntsville 2020 Long Version

| would like to respectfully acknowledge that we are on the traditional territory of
the Anishinaabeg, specifically the Chippewa, Ojibwa and Potawatomi peoples,
under the terms of the Robinson-Huron Treaty #61 of 1850, and the Williams
Treaties of 1923.

| am grateful to be here. | hope you are too.

Together, we honour all Indigenous Peoples — First Nations, Métis and Inuit — for
their cultures, their languages, their wise teachings and ways of being, their
stewardship and protection of the lands and waters - and life - that have shaped
this country since time began.

Together, we commit to acknowledge, to learn, to educate, to create opportunity
and to honour sacred places, and to take actions toward real Truth and
Reconciliation in support of our commitment to wellness for all, and to walking
the path together in respect, peace and harmony for future generations.

G’chi miigwech. Thank you very much.

Town of Bracebridge 2019 (modelled after the Government of Ontario)

We want to acknowledge that we are on lands traditionally occupied by
Indigenous Peoples. They continue to care for this land, they continue to shape
Bracebridge today — and we want to show our respect. Hundreds of years after
the first treaties were signed, they remain relevant today in guiding our decisions
and actions.

Township of Georgian Bay (Undated)

I'd (or we’d) like to open (this event) by acknowledging that we are on the
traditional ancestral territory of the Anishinaabeg (AH-nish-na-bey), specifically
the Ojibwa, Chippewa and Algonkian (Al-gone-KEY-an) peoples. This territory is
covered by the Robinson Huron Treaty of 1850 and the Williams Treaty of 1923.

As settlers, we are grateful for the opportunity to meet here and we thank all the
generations of people who have taken care of this land — for thousands of years.
Long before today, as we gather here, there have been Indigenous Peoples who
have been the stewards of these lands and waters.

We recognize and deeply appreciate their historic connection to this place. We
also recognize the contributions First Nations, Métis, Inuit and other Indigenous
Peoples have made, both in shaping and strengthening this community in
particular, and our province and country as a whole.

As settlers, this recognition of the contributions and historic importance of

8
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Indigenous People must also be clearly and overtly connected to our collective
commitment to make the promise and challenge of Truth and Reconciliation real
in our communities. | would also like to acknowledge the Wahta Mohawks,
Moose Deer Point and Christian Island as Indigenous communities within our
Township.

Thank you. Miigwech. (MEE-ge-wech) Enjoy (this event) in a good way.
Township of Muskoka Lakes 2020

We want to acknowledge that we are on lands traditionally occupied by
Indigenous Peoples. Indigenous Peoples have cared for this territory for the
benefit of future generations and their stewardship throughout the ages is
recognized.

Township of Lake of Bays 2021

We want to acknowledge that we are on lands traditionally occupied by
Indigenous Peoples. Their legacy and respectful stewardship for this land
continues to shape Lake of Bays today and we want to show our

respect. Centuries after the first treaties were signed, they remain relevant today
in guiding our decisions and actions.

Elementary Teachers’ Federation of Ontario

In the Spirit of Truth and Reconciliation, the Elementary Teachers’ Federation of
Ontario acknowledges that we are gathered today on the customary and
traditional lands of the Indigenous Peoples of this territory.

Near North District School Board

The schools of the Near North District Board are situated on the traditional
territories of the Anishinaabeg. The Near North District School Board values the
significant historical and contemporary contributions of local First Nations and the
Indigenous Peoples of Turtle Island.

MacTier Public School

As we gather today, MacTier Public School acknowledges the traditional territory
of the Anishinaabeg people and we honour and respect the cultural diversity of
the Pottawatomi of Moose Deer Point First Nation.

Uncredited

We must work to deconstruct systemic barriers and privileges that negatively
impact the peoples of this land.
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a. As settlers, we directly benefit from the colonization and genocide of
Indigenous Peoples. We must alter our collective decision making to
centre around Indigenous sovereignty if we are to continue forward in a
healthy way. | am personally attempting to tackle (insert personal action
such as: erasure of residential school history by making space for survivor
narratives) in my life.

b. As a member of the (insert name) Indigenous Nation, it is important for me
to operate on this land in a balanced and healthy way. | recognize the
work that my ancestors have done on this land as well as the pain they
have felt. | am proud of their resilience and encourage settlers to educate
themselves on these nations. | stand in solidarity.

Traditional Land Acknowledgement

(This Land Acknowledgement was developed in consultation with Chippewas of
Rama First Nation in 2017. Please note that bracketed First Nations and Treaties
might need to be changed out based on the location of the meeting.)

We will begin this (name of event) by acknowledging that we are meeting on land
that has been inhabited by Indigenous Peoples from the beginning.

As settlers, we are grateful for the opportunity to meet here and we thank all the
generations of people who have taken care of this land — for thousands of years.

Long before today, as we gather here, there have been Indigenous Peoples who
have been stewards of this place.

In particular, we acknowledge the traditional territory of the (Anishnaabeg),
specially the (Ojibway, Chippewa and Odawa) peoples. This territory is covered
by the Williams Treaty (of 1923) and the J. Collins land purchase (of 1785)].

We recognize and deeply appreciate their historic connection to this pace. We
also recognize the contributions First Nations, Metis, Inuit and other Indigenous
Peoples have made, both in shaping and strengthening this community in
particular, and our province and country as a whole.

As settlers, this recognition of the contributions and historic importance of
Indigenous People must also be clearly and overtly connected to our collective
commitment to make the promise and challenge of Truth and Reconciliation real
in our communities.

In the Gravenhurst Area:

The Odawa people were in the area between Gravenhurst and Orillia. The J.
Collins purchase area is Gravenhurst and south into North Simcoe. The people
of Rama are Chippewa.

In the Bracebridge Area:

10
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Acknowledge the Anishinaabe — Ojibway, the Chippewa and the Algonquin
peoples. The Treaty is the Williams Treaty.

In the Huntsville Area:
Name the Anishinaabe — Ojibway, the Chippewa and the Algonquin peoples. The
Treaty is the Williams Treaty.

In the Bala and Muskoka Lakes:
Acknowledge the Anishnabeeg (Ojibway and Chippewa) and the territory of the
Wahta Mohawks peoples. The Treaty is the Williams Treaty.

In Moose Deer Point and Georgian Bay:
Acknowledge the Anishnabeeg (Ojibway and Chippewa).

6. DEFINITIONS AND TRANSLATIONS

Aaniin
Hi (informal greeting).

Anishinaabe (Ojibwa)

The Anishinaabe, or “man lowered from the Creator’s side to the earth”, are an
Indigenous People in Canada and the United States which include Pottawatomi
and Mississauga nations. They are closely related to the Odawa and Algonquin
peoples, and share many traditions with neighbouring Cree people, especially
in the north and west of Ontario and east of Manitoba. (Retrieved from The
Mishoomis Book, Edward Benton-Benai. http://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.
ca/en/article/iroquois/)

Anishnaabeg/Anishnaabek (plural):
This name covers Ojibway, Odawa, Algonquin, Potawatomi, Nipissing,
Mississaugas, Salteau, etc. all the Algonkian/Ojibwa nations.

Boozhoo
Hello (formal greeting).

First Nation

“First Nation” is a term used to describe Aboriginal Peoples of Canada who are
ethnically neither Métis nor Inuit. This term came into common usage in the
1970s and '80s and generally replaced the term “Indian,” although unlike “Indian,”
the term “First Nation” does not have a legal definition. (University of British
Coloumbia)

“First Nation Peoples” or “First Nations” refers to the Indian peoples in Canada,
both status and non-status, and can also refer to a community of people as a
replacement term for “band”. First Nation peoples are one of the distinct cultural
groups of Aboriginal peoples in Canada. There are 52 First Nations cultures in

11
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Canada, and more than 50 languages. The term “First Nation” is not
interchangeable with “Aboriginal,” (or “Indigenous”) because it does not include
Métis or Inuit. (Canadian Race Relations Foundation, Glossary of Terms)

Haudenosaunee (Iroquois)

The Peacemaker was sent by the Creator to spread the Kariwiio or good mind.
With the help of Ailonwatha commonly known as Hiawatha, the Peacemaker
taught the laws of peace to the Haudenosaunee. Travelling from community to
community they both succeeded in persuading the Chiefs of each nation to join in
the Great League of Peace and founded the only government with a direct
connection to the Creator. The Six Nations include Mohawk, Oneida, Cayuga,
Seneca, Onondaga, and Tuscarora (who later joined).
(www.haudenosauneeconfederacy.com)

Indigenous

First used in the 1970s, when Aboriginal peoples worldwide were fighting for
representation at the U.N., and now frequently used by academics and in
international contexts (e.g., the United Nations Declaration of the Rights of
Indigenous Peoples). Understood to mean the communities, peoples, and
nations that have a historical continuity with pre-invasion, pre-settler, or
precolonial societies that developed on their territories, as distinct from the other
societies now prevailing on those territories (or parts of them). (Canadian Race
Relations Foundation, Glossary of Terms)

Métis

French term meaning “mixed blood.” The Canadian Constitution recognizes
Métis people as one of the three Aboriginal Peoples. The term is used broadly
to describe people with mixed First Nations and European ancestry who identify
themselves as Métis, distinct from First Nations people, Inuit or non-Aboriginal
people. (Ontario Human Rights Commission)

Miigwech
Thank you (G’chi miigwech - thank you very much).

7. ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

Land Acknowledgements

Opinions on the purpose and effectiveness of Land Acknowledgements vary. Below are
additional resources to help you understand the issues:

AMO Guidance on Traditional Land Acknowledgement Statements (March 2018)
Globe and Mail: As Indigenous land acknowledgements become the norm, critics
question whether the gesture has lost its meaning (June 2019)

Land acknowledgements can be used to erase Indigenous people’s presence,
says writer (CBC July 2019)
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http://www.haudenosauneeconfederacy.com/
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https://www.theglobeandmail.com/canada/article-has-indigenous-land-acknowledgment-at-public-gatherings-become-an/
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/canada/article-has-indigenous-land-acknowledgment-at-public-gatherings-become-an/
https://www.cbc.ca/radio/thecurrent/the-current-for-july-2-2019-1.5196775/land-acknowledgements-can-be-used-to-erase-indigenous-people-s-presence-says-writer-1.5196790
https://www.cbc.ca/radio/thecurrent/the-current-for-july-2-2019-1.5196775/land-acknowledgements-can-be-used-to-erase-indigenous-people-s-presence-says-writer-1.5196790

DMM Land Acknowledgement Guidelines and Framework

Canadian Association of University Teachers (CAUT) Guide to Acknowledging
First Peoples & Traditional Territory

KAIROS: Territorial Acknowledgement as an act of reconciliation

Land Acknowledgement Scripting and Julius Caesar by Jeffry G Hewitt (see link
under Resources).

Relevant Treaties and Indigenous Nations

Links to relevant treaties and Indigenous Nations with current and historical ties to
Muskoka:

Map of Ontario treaties and reserves

Government of Canada: Treaties and Agreements
o Historic Treaties and Treaty First Nations in Canada Infographic
o Robinson-Huron Treaty (1850)
o Williams Treaty (1923)

Beausoleil First Nation
Chippewas of Rama First Nation
Chippewas of Georgina Island
Huron-Wendat Nation (Wendake)
Moon River Métis Council

Moose Deer Point First Nation
Wahta Mohawks First Nation
Wasauksing First Nation

Further Information on Indigenous issues

Truth and Reconciliation Commissions 94 Calls to Action
Muskoka Area Indigenous Leadership Table
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https://www.caut.ca/content/guide-acknowledging-first-peoples-traditional-territory
https://www.caut.ca/content/guide-acknowledging-first-peoples-traditional-territory
https://www.kairoscanada.org/territorial-acknowledgment
https://www.engagemuskoka.ca/MAILT?preview=true
https://www.ontario.ca/page/map-ontario-treaties-and-reserves
https://www.rcaanc-cirnac.gc.ca/eng/1100100028574/1529354437231
https://www.rcaanc-cirnac.gc.ca/eng/1380223988016/1544125243779
https://www.rcaanc-cirnac.gc.ca/eng/1360945974712/1544619909155#rt
https://www.rcaanc-cirnac.gc.ca/eng/1360941656761/1544619778887#uc
http://www.chimnissing.ca/
http://www.chimnissing.ca/
https://www.ramafirstnation.ca/
http://georginaisland.com/
https://wendake.ca/
https://wendake.ca/
http://www.moonrivermetis.com/
http://moosedeerpoint.com/
http://www.wahtamohawks.com/
https://wasauksing.ca/
http://trc.ca/assets/pdf/Calls_to_Action_English2.pdf
http://www.engagemuskoka.ca/mailt

